
PHONO STAGE

REPRINTED FROM HI-FI NEWS & RR, AUGUST 2011 |�ZZZ�KLƂQHZV�FR�XN

$W�ƂUVW�JODQFH�LW�ORRNV�OLNH�D�KHIW\�SUH�SRZHU�DPSOLƂHU�FRPER��(PSOR\LQJ�QR�IHZHU�

WKDQ����YDOYHV�WKLV�&DOLIRUQLDQ�SKRQR�SUHDPSOLƂHU�VXUH�PDNHV�D�KLJK�HQG�VWDWHPHQW�� 
5HYLHZ��-RKQ�%DPIRUG�/DE��3DXO�0LOOHU

Aesthetix Io Eclipse (£16,700)

I wanted to design the best moving-coil 
SKRQR�DPSOLƂHU�,�FRXOG�SRVVLEO\�PDNH�
IRU�P\�EHORYHG�.RHWVX�5RVHZRRG�
6LJQDWXUH�FDUWULGJH�p�VD\V�$HVWKHWL[pV�

IRXQGHU�-LP�:KLWH�RI�WKH�,R�SKRQR�VWDJH��
o$QG�,�ZDQWHG�LW�WR�XVH�YDOYHV�WKURXJKRXW�p

7KH�,R�(FOLSVH�LV�D�VWDWHPHQW�SURGXFW�
WKDW�KDV�HYROYHG�RYHU�WKH�\HDUV�VLQFH�-LP�
:KLWHpV�RULJLQDO�,R�GHVLJQ��QRZ�LQ�0N,,�
IRUP���UHVXOWLQJ�LQ�D�KLHUDUFKLFDO�OLQH�
XS�RI�YHUVLRQV�HPSOR\LQJ�LQFUHDVLQJO\�
PRUH�HVRWHULF�DQG�PRUH�FRVWO\�LQWHUQDO�
FRPSRQHQWV��DV�\RX�VWHS�XS�WKURXJK�WKH�
UDQJH��+RXVHG�LQ�WZR�FKDVVLV�WKH�VL]H�RI�
PRVW�PDQXIDFWXUHUVp�SRZHU�DPSOLƂHUV��RQH�
XQLW�FRPSULVHV�WKH�SKRQR�VWDJH�LWVHOI��WKH�
RWKHU�WKH�SRZHU�VXSSO\��7KH�SRZHU�VXSSO\�
LV�D�ZKROO\�YDOYH�GHVLJQ�WRR�

)RU�DXGLRSKLOHV�VHHNLQJ�WKH�XOWLPDWH�
LQ�YLQ\O�UHSOD\��$HVWKHWL[�FXUUHQWO\�
SURGXFHV�WKUHH�YHUVLRQV�RI�WKH�,R��WKH�
oEDVLFp�,R�0N,,����������WKH�,R�6LJQDWXUH�
��������HPSOR\LQJ�XSJUDGHG�LQWHUQDO�
FRPSRQHQWV��DQG�WKH�,R�(FOLSVH�ZKLFK�QRW�
RQO\�LQFOXGHV�FRVW�QR�REMHFW�6WHDOWK&DSV�
LQ�FULWLFDO�DUHDV�EXW�DGGLWLRQDOO\�LV�KRXVHG�
LQ�VXEVWDQWLDOO\�XSUDWHG�H[WHUQDO�FDVHZRUN��
7KH�,R�(FOLSVH�FRVWV����������RU���������
ZLWK�LQGHSHQGHQW�/�5�YROXPH�FRQWUROV�t�DV�
UHYLHZHG�KHUH�

TOTTING UP THE EXTRAS
:DLW�D�PRpf�DQ�DGGLWLRQDO�������IRU�D�
SDLU�RI�YROXPH�SRWHQWLRPHWHUV"�(U��QR��QRW�
H[DFWO\��7KH�VHSDUDWH�/�5�YROXPH�FRQWUROV�
DUH�LGHQWLFDO�WR�WKRVH�XVHG�LQ�$HVWKHWL[pV�
SDUWQHULQJ�WZR�ER[�&DOOLVWR�OLQH�OHYHO�
SUHDPS��HDFK�FRQWURO�HPSOR\LQJ�IRXU�
VLOYHU�FRQWDFW����SRVLWLRQ�VZLWFKHV�JDQJHG�
WRJHWKHU�LQ�D�XQLTXH�FRQƂJXUDWLRQ��(DFK�
VZLWFK�FRPSULVHV����5RHGHUVWHLQ�UHVLVWRUV��
PDNLQJ�D�WRWDO�RI�����SHU�FKDQQHOf�

6D\V�-LP�:KLWH��o$OO�RWKHU�YROXPH�
FRQWUROV�VRXQG�GLIIHUHQW�DW�ORZHU�OHYHOV�
WKDQ�WKH\�GR�DW�KLJKHU�OHYHOV��ZKLFK�LV�GXH�

RIGHT: The Io Eclipse’s main unit is dual mono 
in construction with left and right circuit boards, 
VHHQ�KHUH�ƂWWHG�ZLWK�RSWLRQDO����SRVLWLRQ�
mechanically switched volume controls that 
HPSOR\�D�WRWDO�RI�����5RHGHUVWHLQ�UHVLVWRUV

WR�QRQ�OLQHDU�HOHPHQWV�RU�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�
VROGHU�FRQQHFWLRQV�DQG�UHVLVWRUV�WKH�VLJQDO�
PXVW�WUDYHUVH�p�)XUWKHUPRUH��ZLWK�WKH�
RSWLRQ�RI�DGGLQJ�WKH�YROXPH�FRQWUROV�WR�
WKH�SKRQR�VWDJH�\RX�JHW�D�oERQXVp�OLQH�OHYHO�
LQSXW�>VHH�/DE�5HSRUW��SDJH���@�

$�ƃDJVKLS�$HVWKHWL[�SUHDPSOLƂHU�
oV\VWHPp��WKHQ��ZRXOG�FRPSULVH�WKH�&DOOLVWR�
(FOLSVH�OLQH�SUHDPS�����������RU���������
ZLWK�UHPRWH�FRQWURO�IXQFWLRQDOLW\��SOXV�
WKH�,R�(FOLSVH�SKRQR�VWDJH������������
+RZHYHU��DXGLRSKLOHV�UHTXLULQJ�VLPSO\�D�
SKRQR�LQSXW�DQG�VROLWDU\�OLQH�LQSXW�t�IRU�D�
&'�SOD\HU�RU��SHUKDSV��D�PXOWL�LQSXW�'$&�t�
FDQ�VDYH�D�SDFNHW�E\�FKRRVLQJ�WKH�YHUVLRQ�
RI�WKH�,R�(FOLSVH�VHHQ�KHUH��WKH�RQH�ZLWK�
YROXPH�FRQWUROV��DQG�IHHG�LW�GLUHFWO\�WR�D�
SRZHU�DPS��&RXQWLQJ�WKH�SHQQLHV��DUH�ZH"

6R�WKHUH�ZH�KDYH�LW��2K��ZDLW��WKHUH�
LV�PRUH��,pYH�VDLG�WKH�,R�DQG�&DOOLVWR�DUH�
WZR�ER[�FRPSRQHQWV�ZLWK�WKHLU�SRZHU�

VXSSOLHV��7KH�SRZHU�VXSSO\�ZH�KDG�IRU�WKH�
,R�ZDV�o6WHUHRp�PRGH��VHSDUDWHO\�IHHGLQJ�
WKH�XQLWVp�OHIW�DQG�ULJKW�FKDQQHOV��%XW�LI�
\RX�ZDQWHG�WR�JR�WKH�ZKROH�KRJ�t�SULFH�
EH�GDPQHG�t�ERWK�WKH�,R�DQG�&DOOLVWR�FDQ�
EH�GULYHQ�E\�two�SRZHU�VXSSOLHV��HDFK�DQ�
H[WUD���������SURYLGLQJ�D�GHGLFDWHG�'XDO�
0RQR�VXSSO\�IRU�HDFK�KDOI�RI�WKH�SUHDPS�
VWDJH��$HVWKHWL[pV�IXOO�EORZQ�ƃDJVKLS�
SUHDPSOLƂHU��WKHUHIRUH��ZRXOG�FRPSULVH�
VL[�ER[HV��$OORZ�PH�D�IHZ�VHFRQGV�ZKLOH�,�
SXQFK�VRPH�ƂJXUHV�LQWR�D�FDOFXODWRUf�2.��
WKDWpOO�EH���������IRU�PDQXDO�RSHUDWLRQ��
��������ZLWK�UHPRWH�FRQWURO��RI�YROXPH�
RQO\��QRW�VRXUFH�VHOHFWLRQ���ZKHUHE\�WZR�
KLJK�WRUTXH�VWHSSHU�PRWRUV�DUH�FRQQHFWHG�
WR�WKH�&DOOLVWR�OLQH�SUHDPSpV�YROXPH�VKDIWV�
WKURXJK�EHOWV�DQG�SXOOH\V��<RX�ZLOO�DOVR�
UHTXLUH�RQH�t�RU��SHUKDSV��WZR�t�VXEVWDQWLDO�
HTXLSPHQW�UDFNV��-XVW�IRU�\RXU�SUHDPS��
,QFLGHQWDOO\��remote�YROXPH�FRQWURO�

‘
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ABOVE: 7KH�GXDO�PRQR�SUHDPS��WRS��KDV�
LQGHSHQGHQW�$X[�0&�LQSXW�VHOHFWRUV�DQG�/�5�
stepped volume controls. Both LEDs light up on 
WKH�368��ERWWRP��RQFH�LWpV�IXOO\�ZDUPHG�XS

DSSHDUV�QRW�WR�EH�DQ�DYDLODEOH�RSWLRQ�ZLWK�
WKH�YROXPH�FRQWURO�HTXLSSHG�,R�(FOLSVH�
SKRQR�VWDJH�IHDWXUHG�KHUH��

DOS AND DON’TS
:KLOH�ZHpYH�VWDFNHG�
WKH�,RpV�WZR�ER[HV�
RQ�WRS�RI�HDFK�RWKHU�
IRU�SKRWRJUDSKLF�
SXUSRVHV��WKLV�LV�QRW�
KRZ�\RX�ZLOO�XVH�
WKHP��7KH�,RpV�SRZHU�
VXSSO\�JHQHUDWHV�D�
IDLU�DPRXQW�RI�KHDW��
WKH�PDLQ�XQLW�UDWKHU�OHVV��FRQVHTXHQWO\�
LQ�D�V\VWHP�OD\RXW�LWpV�LPSRUWDQW�WR�NHHS�
WKH�SRZHU�VXSSO\�DV�IDU�UHPRYHG�IURP�WKH�
SKRQR�VWDJH�DV�LV�SUDFWLFDO��FHUWDLQO\�RQ�
D�VHSDUDWH�VKHOI�VSDFHG�ZHOO�DSDUW�LQ�DQ�

HTXLSPHQW�UDFN��7KH�/�5�XPELOLFDO�FDEOHV�
FRQQHFWLQJ�WKH�WZR�DUH�D�JHQHURXV����P�
LQ�OHQJWK��%HFDXVH�WKH�,R�FRQWDLQV�QR�
SRZHU�XS�PXWH�FLUFXLWU\�LW�LV�QHFHVVDU\�WR�
IROORZ�WKH��DOZD\V�VHQVLEOH��SUHFDXWLRQ�RI�

WXUQLQJ�LW�RQ�EHIRUH�
\RXU�SRZHU�DPSOLƂHU��
$QG�\RX�VKRXOG�PXWH�
\RXU�SRZHU�DPSOLƂHU�
EHIRUH�VZLWFKLQJ�WKH�
,R�EHWZHHQ�LWV�SKRQR�
LQSXW�DQG�OLQH�LQSXW��

9DOYH�DƂFLRQDGRV�
NHHQ�WR�WZHDN�DQG�

H[SHULPHQW�ZLWK�YDULRXV�TXDOLW\�OHYHOV�
W\SHV�RI�YDOYH�PLJKW�EH�LQWHUHVWHG�WR�
OHDUQ�WKDW�oWXEH�UROOLQJp�LQ�WKH�,R�LV�FOHDUO\�
GLVFRXUDJHG�E\�$HVWKHWL[��7R�TXRWH�WKH�
XVHU�PDQXDO��o7KH�,R�KDV�EHHQ�GHVLJQHG�

WR�PLQLPLVH�GLIIHUHQFHV�EHWZHHQ�WXEH�
EUDQGVf�VXFK�GLIIHUHQFHV�DUH�PLQLPDO�
DQG�LQ�PRVW�FDVHV�QRW�ZRUWK�WKH�HIIRUWV�
LQYROYHG�LQ�ƂQGLQJ�DQG�SXUFKDVLQJ�WKHP��
$�JUHDW�GHDO�RI�OLVWHQLQJ�ZDV�LQYHVWHG�LQ�
ƂQGLQJ�WKH�RSWLPDO�WXEH�W\SHV�DQG�EUDQGV�
IRU�WKH�,R��,W�LV�WKHUHIRUH�QRW�UHFRPPHQGHG�
WR�WU\�GLIIHUHQW�WXEH�EUDQGV�DQG��PRUH�
LPSRUWDQWO\��GLIIHUHQW�WXEH�W\SHV�p

 TRANSPORTS OF DELIGHT
6XFK�LV�WKH�H[FOXVLYLW\�RI�WKLV�UDUH�EHDVW�WKDW�
HFNpV�VDPSOH�RI�WKH�,R�(FOLSVH�ZDV�WKH�RQO\�
RQH�LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\�DW�WKH�WLPH�RI�ZULWLQJ��
:KDW�D�SULYLOHJH�WR�KDYH�WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�
WR�KHDU�LW�LQ�P\�V\VWHP��$QG�KRZ�
PDGGHQLQJ�WKDW�,�FRXOG�HQMR\�LW�IRU�RQO\�D�
IHZ�VKRUW�ZHHNV��$V�\RX�PLJKW�LPDJLQH��
WKH�8.�GLVWULEXWRU�KDG�WLPHWDEOHG�PDQ\�
GHPRQVWUDWLRQV�WR�SURSULHWRUV�RI�KLJK�HQG�
DXGLR�HPSRULD�XS�DQG�GRZQ�WKH�FRXQWU\�
HDJHU�WR�H[SHULHQFH�LW�IRU�WKHPVHOYHV�

,W�ZDV�VRRQ�HYLGHQW�WKDW�WKH�,R�(FOLSVH�
KDV�D�PDJLFDO�DELOLW\�WR�WUDQVSRUW�\RX�WR�
DQRWKHU�SODFH�t�QRW�WR�D�PRRQ�RI�-XSLWHU��
RU�DQ\ZKHUH�HOVH�EH\RQG�RXU�ZRUOG�IRU�
WKDW�PDWWHU��EXW��PRUH�YLWDOO\��WR�D�VWXGLR�RU�
FRQFHUW�KDOO�ZKHUH�D�UHFRUGLQJ�KDV�WDNHQ�
SODFH��$QDORJXH�IDYRXULWHV�VXFK�DV� 

‘It was soon evident 
that the Io Eclipse 

can transport you to 
another place’

REACHING FOR THE STARS

What price the ultimate phono stage? You might regard the likes of Leema 
Acoustics’ Agena, Audia’s Flight Phono and Manley’s Steelhead as mere budget 
HVRWHULFD��ZLWK�WKHLU���N���N�SULFH�WDJV��,I�\RXpUH�UHDFKLQJ�IRU�WKH�VWDUV��$XGLR�
5HVHDUFKpV�YDOYH�)(7�K\EULG�5HIHUHQFH�3KRQR���IHDWXUHV�5,$$�and early Columbia 
and Decca EQ curves that, with loading options, can all be called up by remote 
FRQWURO��$EELQJGRQ�0XVLF�5HVHDUFKpV�$05�3+���VLPLODUO\�RIIHUV�WKLV�SOXV�EXLOW�LQ�
$�WR�'�FRQYHUVLRQ�IRU�WKRVH�DUFKLYLQJ�YLQ\O�WR�FRPSXWHU�+''��2WKHU�EUDQGV�WR�
LQFOXGH�RQ�\RXU�XOWLPDWH�VKRSSLQJ�OLVW"�7KHUHpV�:KHVW�$XGLR��&RQUDG�-RKQVRQ��
=DQGHQ�$XGLR�6\VWHPV��/DPP�,QGXVWULHV�DQG�%RXOGHU�$PSOLƂHUV��WR�QDPH�MXVW�D�
IHZ��6RPH�DUH�VROLG�VWDWH��VRPH�XVH�YDOYHV��VHYHUDO�DUH�K\EULGV�DQG�PDQ\�HPSOR\�
transformers for MC inputs. The Aesthetix Io, however, uses tubes throughout.
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STARTING AS A HOBBY…

9R[�7XUQDERXWpV������UHFRUGLQJ�RI�
5DFKPDQLQRYpV�Symphonic Dances 
SHUIRUPHG�E\�WKH�'DOODV�6\PSKRQ\�
2UFKHVWUD�XQGHU�'RQDOG�-RKDQRV��,�SOD\HG�
P\�OLPLWHG�HGLWLRQ�$WKHQD�UHLVVXH�RQ�
-9&�VXSHUYLQ\O��FXW�E\�'RXJ�6D[�LQ�������
$/6:��������DQG�6KHIƂHOG�/DEpV�XOWUD�UHDO�
Comin’ From A Good Place�E\�+DUU\�-DPHV�
UHFRUGHG�GLUHFW�WR�GLVF�LQ������>/$%��@�
VRXQGHG�EUHDWKWDNLQJO\�
UHDO�DQG�oDOLYHp�

7KH�VRXQG�RI�WKH�'DOODV�
62�ZDV�ULFK�LQ�WH[WXUH�
DQG�WRQDO�FRORXU��WKH�
LPDJH�RI�WKH�RUFKHVWUD�LQ�
WKH�FRQFHUW�KDOO�VKDUSO\�
HWFKHG��:KHUH�VR�RIWHQ�
WKH�VRXQG�RI�WKH�SLDQR�
LV�VZDPSHG�E\�WKH�O\ULFDO�VZHHS�RI�WKH�
VWULQJV��LW�UHPDLQHG�FOHDUO\�DXGLEOH�LQ�WKH�
DXGLWRULXP��7KH�RUFKHVWUDWLRQ�FDSWXUHG�LQ�
WKLV�IDPRXV�UHFRUGLQJ�FRQWDLQV�D�FRORXUIXO�
SDOHWWH�RI�VWULQJV��KRUQV��ZRRGZLQGV�
DQG�t�XQXVXDOO\�t�DQ�DOWR�VD[RSKRQH�WRR��
DORQJVLGH�EULJKWO\�LOOXPLQDWHG�SHUFXVVLRQ�
ZKLFK�KDV�UD]RU�VKDUS�WUDQVLHQW�FODULW\��9LD�
WKH�,R�(FOLSVH�WKH�SHUFXVVLRQ�SRVVHVVHG�
WUHPHQGRXV�DWWDFN�DQG�UHVRQDQFH��
VRXQGLQJ�H[SOLFLW�ZLWKRXW�HYHU�DSSHDULQJ�
EULWWOH��DV�FDQ�VRPHWLPHV�EH�WKH�FDVH�ZLWK�
WKLV�$WKHQD�UHLVVXH��7KH�H[SORVLYH�G\QDPLFV�
RI�WKH�EDVV�GUXP�DQG�WLPSDQL�ZHUH�
WLJKWO\�FRQWUROOHG�DQG�WKH�VWHUHR�VSUHDG�
UHDOLVWLFDOO\�FRPSDFW��JLYHQ�WKH�FORVH�WR�
WKH�VWDJH�SHUVSHFWLYH�RI�WKH�UHFRUGLQJ�

o7KH�)RRW�6WRPSHUp�IURP�WKH�+DUU\�
-DPHVp�DXGLRSKLOH�DOEXP�ZDV�VLPLODUO\�
YLYLG�DQG�HQHUJHWLF��WKH�ELJ�EDQG�VSUHDG�LQ�

KRORJUDSKLF�IDVKLRQ�EHWZHHQ�DQG�EH\RQG�
WKH�SODQH�RI�WKH�ORXGVSHDNHUV��7KH�YHUYH�
DQG�YLEUDQW�UHVRQDQFH�RI�WKH�EUDVV��WKH�
VKDUS�OHDGLQJ�HGJHV�RI�WUDQVLHQWV��WKH�

VRXQG�RI�ZRRGHQ�GUXP�
VWLFNV�VWULNLQJ�VNLQV�DQG�
F\PEDOVf�WKH�,R�(FOLSVH�
EURXJKW�HYHU\WKLQJ�
VWDUWOLQJ\�WR�OLIH�

DIFFERENT DECKS
6XFK�LV�WKH�oRSHQ�
ZLQGRZp�RI�WKH�,R�

(FOLSVH�WKDW�WKH�GLIIHUHQFHV�LQ�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�
EHWZHHQ�WKUHH�WXUQWDEOH�IURQW�HQGV�,�WULHG�
ZHUH�IDU�IURP�VXEWOH��/LVWHQLQJ�WR�o0\�
+RPH�,V�,Q�7KH�'HOWDp�IURP�0XGG\�:DWHUVp�
Folk Singer�/3��PLQH�LV�DQ�$EEH\�5RDG�FXW�
RQ�'LVFRYHU\�6RXQGV��+'5�������VKRZHG�
WKH�2UWRIRQ�&DGHQ]D�%OXH�0&�FDUWULGJH�LQ�
P\�5RFN�5HIHUHQFH�GHFN�WR�VRXQG�ZDUP�
DQG�WKH�PRUH�URXQGHG�RI�WKH�WKUHH��ZLWK�
GHHS�DQG�FRQWUROOHG�EDVV�DQG�D�GDUN�KXH�
FRPSDUHG�WR�WKH�PRUH�GHOLFDWH�VRXQGLQJ�
&OHDUDXGLR�,QQRYDWLRQ�GHFN�ƂWWHG�ZLWK�D�
KLJKO\�UHƂQHG��DQG�PXFK�PRUH�H[SHQVLYH��
GD�9LQFL�9��FDUWULGJH��7KLV�VRXQGHG�
FULVS�DQG�IUHVK��LI�D�WDG�OHDQHU�LQ�WKH�
EDVV��6\VWHPGHNpV�PDVVLYH��'�5HIHUHQFH�
WXUQWDEOH�ƂWWHG�ZLWK�60(�6HULHV�9�DQG�
UDUHƂHG�7UDQVƂJXUDWLRQ�2USKHXV�0&�ZDV�
EROG�DQG�HQRUPRXVO\�SRZHUIXO�WKURXJK�WKH�
ORZHU�UHJLVWHUV��OHVV�H[SOLFLW�WKDQ�WKH�  

-LP�:KLWHpV�RULJLQDO�GHVLJQ�FRQFHSWV�
for the Io date back to the early 
’90s, when he was working at Theta 
'LJLWDO��:KDW�VWDUWHG�DV�D�SDUW�WLPH�
hobby, building a phono stage for 
his home system, led eventually 
WR�-LP�ODWHU�VHWWLQJ�XS�KLV�RZQ�
manufacturing company. 

‘Because of my background – 
working at Theta – people might 
consider me a digital engineer, 
but I’ve always had a passion for 
vinyl and I’m equally comfortable 
working in analogue design as I 
am in digital electronics. For my 
personal use I was determined to 
make a MC stage that was 100% 
WXEH�EDVHG�IURP�HQG�WR�HQG��
ZLWKRXW�VWHS�XS�WUDQVIRUPHUV��:KHQ�
my audiophile friends heard it they 
said I should make it commercially… 
VR�,�GLG��,QLWLDOO\�LW�ZDV�D�SDUW�WLPH�
business, building Ios in my spare 
time during evenings and weekends, 
but in 1999 I left Theta to set up 
Aesthetix as a proper business with 
WKH�&DOOLVWR�OLQH�DPSOLƂHU�DQG�,R�
phono stage. 

‘People thought I was pretty 
FUD]\�WU\LQJ�WR�PDUNHW�D�WZR�
FKDVVLV�����YDOYH�SKRQR�DPSOLƂHU�
at a time when vinyl was pretty 
much a forgotten medium in the 
1990s. Today, I can’t help smiling 
when I see the plethora of phono 
DPSOLƂHUV�WKDW�KDYH�FRPH�WR�
market subsequent to the increased 
availability of new LP pressings.’

The company also produces a less 
ZDOOHW�EXVWLQJ�6DWXUQ�6HULHV��:DWFK�
out for its new Pandora DAC and 
5RPXOXV�&'�SOD\HU�t�FRPLQJ�VRRQ��

ABOVE: Stereo power supply is also a tube 
GHVLJQ��3RZHU�WUDQVIRUPHU�KDV����VHFRQGDU\�
windings that are individually regulated for both 
the supply and main unit’s valves

‘I can’t help 
smiling when I 

see the plethora 
of phono amps’
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HI-FI NEWS VERDICT

5RFN�2UWRIRQ�FRPER�LQ�LWV�EDVV�
GHWDLO��\HW�DV�ZLWK�WKH�&OHDUDXGLR�
ULJ��ZLWK�FULVSHU��PRUH�RSHQ�KLJK�
IUHTXHQFLHV��,WpV�DOO�D�PDWWHU�RI�
SHUVRQDO�WDVWH��DQG�FRVW��IRU�VXUH��
WKH�SRLQW�EHLQJ�WKDW�WKH�$HVWKHWL[�
ZDV�KLJKO\�UHYHDOLQJ�RI�WKH�
GLIIHUHQFHV��6ZDSSLQJ�FDUWULGJHV�
EHWZHHQ�GHFNV�PLJKW�KDYH�EHHQ�IXQ�
WR�WU\�LI�,pG�PRUH�WLPH�WR�H[SHULPHQW��
EXW�,�ZDV�IDU�WRR�EXV\�H[SORULQJ�WKH�
GHSWKV�RI�P\�UHFRUG�FROOHFWLRQ��DQG�
HQMR\LQJ�HYHU\�PLQXWH�RI�LW�

o:KROH�/RWWD�/RYHp�DQG�o/LYLQp�
/RYLQp�0DLG��6KHpV�$�:RPDQ�p�IURP�
Led Zeppelin II�VRXQGHG�DV�KRW�
KHDGHG�DQG�H[SORVLYH�DV�,�FDQ�HYHU�
UHFDOO��ZKLOH�WKH�HWKHUHDO�O\ULFLVP�
RI�o0DUOHQH�2Q�7KH�:DOOp�DQG�WKH�
PRUH�HGJ\�o6WUDLJKW�/LQHVp�IURP�
6X]DQQH�9HJDpV�HSRQ\PRXV�GHEXW�
DOEXP�>$	0�$0$�����@�VRXQGHG�
DOWRJHWKHU�PRUH�VSDFLRXV�DQG�WKUHH�
GLPHQVLRQDO�WKDQ�,�FRXOG�SRVVLEO\�
KDYH�LPDJLQHG��

6R�DGGLFWLYH�LV�WKH�UHYHODWRU\�
WUDQVSDUHQF\�RI�WKH�,R�(FOLSVH�
WKDW�,�IRXQG�P\VHOI�UH�GLVFRYHULQJ�
FRXQWOHVV�UHFRUGV�,�KDGQpW�SOD\HG�
VLQFH�WKH�GDZQ�RI�WKH���VW�FHQWXU\��
%HWWHU�VWLOO��,�ZDV�SXOOLQJ�RXW�JHPV�
IURP�P\�FROOHFWLRQ�,pG�IRUJRWWHQ�
,�HYHQ�RZQHG��VXFK�DV�5LFNLH�/HH�
-RQHVp���LQ�Girl At Her Volcano 
>:DUQHU����������@��o0\�)XQQ\�
9DOHQWLQHp��DOZD\V�GLIƂFXOW�WR�
UHSURGXFH��VRXQGHG�UHOD[HG�DQG�
KLJKO\�SROLVKHG��WKH�,R�(FOLSVH�WDNLQJ�
WKH�G\QDPLFV�RI�5LFNLHpV�VHDULQJ�
YRFDO�SURMHFWLRQV�LQ�LWV�VWULGH�

THE LINE INPUT
$V�WKH�IRFXV�RI�P\�OLVWHQLQJ�ZDV�RQ�
WKH�UHSURGXFWLRQ�RI�FRXQWOHVV�YLQ\O�
UHFRUGV��,�KDYHQpW�HYHQ�EHJXQ�WR�
GHVFULEH�WKH�HDU�RSHQLQJ�UHYHODWLRQV�
GLVFORVHG�E\�WKH�DX[LOLDU\�OLQH�OHYHO�

LQSXW�LQFOXGHG�LQ�WKLV�YHUVLRQ�RI�
WKH�,R�(FOLSVH��7KH�IXOO�RQ�EODVW�RI�
o%ODFNHVW�(\HVp��WKH�RSHQLQJ�WUDFN�
RI�3RUFXSLQH�7UHHpV�In Absentia 
DOEXP�RQ�'9'�$�>'76�(QWHUWDLQPHQW�
���������������@��VRXQGHG�
VWHOODU��:KHUH�LW�VR�RIWHQ�FROODSVHV�
LQWR�D�ZDOO�RI�VRXQG��WKH�IDEXORXV�
UHVROXWLRQ�RI�ƂQH�GHWDLO�DQG�WLJKW��
WXQHIXO�EDVV�KHOSHG�PDNH�FOHDU�
VHQVH�RI�WKLV�GHQVH�SURGXFWLRQ��
EULQJLQJ�WR�WKH�IRUH�WKH�MDQJO\�
JXLWDUV�DQG�SHHOLQJ�DZD\�P\ULDG�
OD\HUV�WR�UHYHDO�DOO�PDQQHU�RI�VWXGLR�
HIIHFWV�XVXDOO\�EXULHG�LQ�WKH�PL[�

6XFK�WUDQVSDUHQF\�EULQJV�
UHZDUGLQJ�PXVLFDO�HQOLJKWHQPHQW��
2Q�%DUE�-XQJUpV�Just Like A Woman 
6$&'�>/LQQ�5HFRUGV�$.'����@�WKH�
VWDUN�DUUDQJHPHQW�RI�o/LODF�:LQHp��
ZLWK�LWV�WLFNLQJ�FORFN�DQG�FDVFDGLQJ�
SLDQR�QRWHV��ZDV�FRQVLGHUDEO\�
PRUH�SRLJQDQW�WKDQ�,pYH�SUHYLRXVO\�
REVHUYHG��VXFK�LV�WKH�PDQQHU�LQ�
ZKLFK�WKH�,R�(FOLSVH�GUDZV�\RX�LQ�
WR�WKH�PXVLF��'DQQ\�7KRPSVRQpV�
DFFRPSDQ\LQJ�VOXUUHG�EDVV�DSSHDUHG�
DOPRVW�WR�EH�ZHHSLQJf�

ABOVE: 6LQJOH�HQGHG��5&$��DQG�EDODQFHG��;/5��LQSXWV�RXWSXWV�DUH�SURYLGHG�t�EXW�
\RX�FDQpW�XVH�ERWK�VLPXOWDQHRXVO\��0&�FDUWULGJH�ORDGLQJ�LV�VHW�YLD�SOXJ�LQ�MXPSHUV

7KLV�KXJH�SUHDPSOLƂHU�LQFOXGHV�WKUHH�VWDJHV�RI�JDLQ��HDFK�
FRPSULVLQJ�D�SDLU�RI���$;��WULRGHV��SULRU�WR�D�ZKROO\�SDVVLYH�
5,$$�HT�VWDJH��7KH�FRPELQDWLRQ��LQFOXGLQJ�ORVVHV�WKURXJK�WKH�
SDVVLYH�HT��DPRXQW�WR�D�WRWDO�JDLQ�RI������G%��WKH�IRXUWK�VWDJH��
ZLWK�LWV�VWHSSHG�YROXPH��RIIHUV�D�IXUWKHU�����G%�EULQJLQJ�WKH�
WRWDO�WR������G%��EDODQFHG�LQ�RXW���7KH�ƂQDO�VWDJH�LV�DOVR�XVHG�
E\�WKH�$X[�LQSXW�DQG�LV�LGHDO�IRU�PRGHUQ�OLQH�OHYHO�VRXUFHV��
RIIHULQJ�D�ORZ�DQG�XQLIRUP�a�������GLVWRUWLRQ�IURP���+]�
��N+]���9�RXW�>VHH�EODFN�LQƂOO��*UDSK���EHORZ@��7KH�SUHFHGLQJ�
WKUHH�VWDJHV�EULQJ�SKRQR�GLVWRUWLRQ�XS�WR�����������>UHG�LQƂOO@��
%RWK�LQSXWV�LQFXU�VRPH�DGGLWLRQDO��SRVVLEO\�VXSSO\�UHODWHG��QRLVH�
WKURXJK�WKH�PLGUDQJH�DQG�XSSHU�WUHEOH�WKDW�EULQJV�WKH�$�ZWG�
6�1�WR���G%��$X[��DQG���G%��0&��t�VHH�JUDSKV�RQ�OLQH�

7KH�PD[LPXP�RXWSXW�LV�D�PDVVLYH���9�IURP�D�ORZ���RKP�
VRXUFH�LPSHGDQFH��DOEHLW�ZLWK�DQ�LQFUHDVH�WR����RKP�DW���+]��
7KH�SKRQR�LQSXW��ZLWK�LWV�����P9�VHQVLWLYLW\�LV�FOHDUO\�DLPHG�
DW�ORZ�PHGLXP�RXWSXW�0&�SLFN�XSV��7KH�0&�LQSXW�KHDGURRP�
LV�JHQHURXV�HQRXJK�DW���P9�����7+'��EHDULQJ�LQ�PLQG�WKH�
KXJH�RYHUDOO�JDLQ�RIIHUHG�E\�WKH�,R�(FOLSVH��EXW�,pG�DGYLVH�
DJDLQVW�XVLQJ�KLJK�RXWSXW�0&V��,PSRUWDQWO\��WKH�KHDGURRP�
DQG�SKRQR�JDLQ�DUH�LQGHSHQGHQW�RI�YROXPH�SRVLWLRQ�EHFDXVH�
WKH�ODWWHU�LV�EXLOW�LQWR�WKH�IRXUWK��EXIIHUHG�RXWSXW�VWDJH�RQO\��
)UHTXHQF\�UHVSRQVH�is�GHSHQGHQW�RQ�SK\VLFDO�YROXPH�SRVLWLRQ��
KRZHYHU��ZLWK�D�IXOO\�FORFNZLVH�VHWWLQJ�GHOLYHULQJ�D�oVZHHWHQLQJp�
t���G%���N+]�DQG�t����G%����N+]�>VHH�EODFN�$X[�WUDFH��
*UDSK����EHORZ@�ZKLOH�WKH����RpFORFN�VHWWLQJ�XVHG�IRU�LWV�SKRQR�
UHVSRQVH�PHDVXUHPHQW�����P9�LQ��9�RXW��GHOLYHUV�D�PRUH�
H[WHQGHG�t����G%���N+]�DQG�t���G%����N+]�>GDVKHG�UHG�
SKRQR�WUDFH��JUDSK��@���PM

AESTHETIX IO ECLIPSE (£16,700)

$%29(��'LVWRUWLRQ�YHUVXV�H[WHQGHG�IUHTXHQF\�IURP�
�+]���N+]�DW��9���NRKP��$X[��EODFN��YV��0&��UHG�

$%29(��)UHTXHQF\�UHVSRQVH���+]����N+]��$X[�LQSXW�
�EODFN��DQG�0&�LQSXW��UHG�GDVKHG��t�YROXPH�SRVLWLRQ��
QRW�LQSXW�RU�OHYHO��GHWHUPLQHV�WUHEOH�H[WHQVLRQ

'HWDLOHG�DQG�DLU\�ZLWKRXW�
VRXQGLQJ�REYLRXVO\�DQDO\WLFDO��
WKH�,R�(FOLSVH�LV�D�KHDY\ZHLJKW�
WKDW�FDQ�FODLP�WR�EH�RQH�RI�WKH�
ƂQHVW�SKRQR�VWDJHV�PRQH\�FDQ�
EX\��7KLV�YHUVLRQ�ZLWK�RSWLRQDO�
YROXPH�FRQWUROV�DQG�DX[LOLDU\�
OLQH�LQSXW�PDNHV�LW�D�IDEXORXV��LI�
PLQLPDOLVW��KLJK�HQG�SUHDPS�WRR��
,W�LV�XQFRPPRQO\�DUWLFXODWH��DQG�
TXLHW��ZLWK�QRW�D�KLQW�RI�WKH�URVH�
WLQWHG�oWXEH\p�TXDOLW\�VRPH�PLJKW�
H[SHFW�IURP�DQ�DOO�YDOYH�GHVLJQ�

Sound Quality:  89%
0              -            -            -            -            -            -            -            -        100

Input loading �0&� ��RKP�t���NRKP����NRKP�RSWLRQ�

Input sensitivity �UH���G%9��$X[�0&� ���P9��������P9��EDODQFHG�

Input overload �$X[�0&� !�9�����P9��EDODQFHG�

Maximum output �UH�����7+'� ��9��������RKP�R�S�LPSHGDQFH�

$�ZWG�6�1�UDWLR��$X[�0&� ����G%�������G%

Frequency response ���+]���N+]� ����G%�WR�t����G%

Distortion ���+]���N+]��$X[�0&� ����������������������������

Power consumption 310W

Dimensions��:+'� ���[���[���PP��HDFK�
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